New approaches to the prevention and eradication of rabies.
Despite significant progress in improving the pre- and postexposure prophylaxis of human rabies, the development of better and more cost-effective vaccines and antiviral therapeutics remains a major goal for the treatment of human rabies, the control of animal rabies and particularly for the eradication of rabies virus reservoirs in terrestrial wildlife. In this review, we discuss the structural requirements for an effective rabies vaccine, as well as new strategies currently in use for the development of safer and more potent rabies vaccines for rabies prophylaxis and eradication. Finally, we discuss new immune therapeutics aimed at replacing the conventional administration of antirabies immunoglobulin used in rabies post-exposure prophylaxis in humans.